PHP/MySQL Programming

Merrimack College

Wednesdays, starting May 12, 2010. *Note – Class on June 2nd to be rescheduled.
Instructor: Janos Mako

Email: J.Mako@comcast.net

This course is a practical guide to the dynamic scripting language called PHP.   It is a cross platform, open source technology that is very popular for most of today’s database-driven websites.  MySQL is a popular open source relational database that provides great functionality at no cost.  

PHP has an advantage over locked-in solutions such as JSP and ASP for most Web development work because it is simpler to use and is a cross-platform technology. PHP is rapidly becoming the most widely used Web scripting language and PHP skills are now considered essential for many Web developers. 

PHP is a growing Web technology, which enables web designers to build dynamic, interactive web applications, incorporating information from a host of databases. 

The course will cover the following:

· PHP History, Basics, Control Structures

· PHP concepts - continued, HTML Forms, File Access

· MySQL Database and SQL
· Using PHP with the MySQL Database

· Sessions and Persistence

· PHP Cookies, Sessions, and Uploads

· Objects and Regular Expressions


Additionally, the course will guide the user in hands-on exercises using open source software and a personal web site to provide an accessible learning platform.

Goal – At the end of this class, you will be able to create or maintain web sites that utilize the PHP language.  You will also be comfortable with the basics of dynamic web sites and using them to interact with relational databases. 

Textbook: 

“PHP 6 and MySQL 5 – Visual Quickpro Guide” by Larry Ullman - Class will loosely follow this book.
Lecture 1: Intro to PHP

· PHP Basics

· Variables and Control Structures

· HTML forms, conditionals, validation

· Introduce XAMPP and various editors

Lecture 2: Deeper exploration of PHP syntax
· Headers/Footers

· Sticky forms

· Writing your own PHP functions

· Intro to MySQL

Lecture 3: MySQL & PHP
· Using SQL

· Advanced SQL

· Managing your database with PhpMySQL

· Integrating MySQL with PHP

Lecture 4: MySQL & Persistence
· Editing and Updating records
· Pagination
· Web application Guidelines

Lecture 5: Sessions
· Using SQL

· Advanced SQL

· Managing your database with PhpMySQL

· Integrating MySQL with PHP

Lecture 6: PHP Cookies, Sessions, and Uploads

· Advanced SQL

· Managing your database with PhpMySQL

· Integrating MySQL with PHP

Lecture 7: Objects and Regular Expressions
· Using SQL

· Advanced SQL

· Managing your database with PhpMySQL

· Integrating MySQL with PHP

